
Dear Komen Affiliates and Staff,   

 

I wanted to reach out personally to share some changes that I have decided to make in this, my 34
th
 year 

with Susan G. Komen.   

Many of  you know that I served for 27 years as the unofficial “chief volunteer” of Komen, from our 

founding in 1982 until 2009, when our Board of Directors asked me to take on a salaried position as CEO 

and, later, as Chair of Global Strategy after Judy Salerno joined us as president and CEO in 2013.   

Earlier this year, I approached our Board to discuss taking on a familiar role at Susan G. Komen. And 

with their blessing, I announced this morning at the Komen Leadership Conference that effective today, I 

will return to the Office of the Founder serving Komen as a volunteer. And I am comfortable returning to 

this role now because we have a great senior management team in place, headed by Judy. 

In this role, and as a lifetime Board Member, I will continue to be Komen’s chief advocate, ally and 

friend. I will continue speaking out about breast cancer and the steps needed to address it, and I will be 

pursuing the big ideas that can help people manage, live with, or conquer this disease.  

 

One of those ideas is how we use data to better support medical research. Today, we have unprecedented 

knowledge in tracing the genetic origins of cancer. What we lack is coordination ensuring that genomic 

data can be linked to public and private databases, so that researchers can find and understand the 

similarities in how different cancers develop and respond to treatment. This type of coordination has 

never been done before. It will require a massive investment of time, knowledge and expertise. 

 

So I am working with Komen and the Robertson Foundation to convene a special conference looking at 

this issue later this year. This is a landmark event in breast cancer -- the first step in building an 

international community capable of bringing genomics and electronic health records together to improve 

patient care.  And once again, Susan G. Komen is leading the way.  

 

There are many other big ideas, and I look forward to working on the next chapter of our mission to end 

breast cancer, while also continuing to raise revenue through signature events. 

As you well know, I love this organization with all of my heart and am so grateful for everyone who has 

made my promise to Suzy a promise to all women and men facing a terrible disease.  Komen has changed 

the world. With your leadership, dedication and passion to this cause, we will continue to change the 

world and find the cures for breast cancer. 

Thank you, always, for all that you do to make that mission possible, every day. 

 

 
 

Nancy G. Brinker 

 


